
Polish American Club of Miami , Inc. EST. 1941 January 25, 2021

Waking Up The Sleeping Giant! 
I know the great wealth of talent, energy, and enthusiasm 
that exists within the Polish American community within 
our area.  I know the contributions that have been and 
continue to be made by Polish people to the cultural 
wealth of this area and elsewhere. There is a big problem 
however. Very few people outside of our closed circle 
know about it today.   

We must constantly be proactive to make certain people 
never forget who we are. We are in changing times where 
people forget who helped make this city, county, State, and 
country great, and the contributions we made to the rest of 
the world.  We are not in the social media every day. The 
Polish community does great things, but very few people 
know about it. Frankly, knowledge is power.   

You and I, each of us know about the tremendous 
contributions made to the foundation of our country and 
this State. But we, Ladies and Gentlemen, are a dying 
breed. We do not have a formal mechanism to rely on 
which will pass on that knowledge and pride which will 
result in continuation of respect and recognition for Polish 
people within our own community.  Our building, The 
Historic Restoration and Preservation of the Polish 
American Club of Miami will help us accomplish that.  Its 
time for a change!  All of us need to rally to this cause.  
Our building will help the community, State and country 
wake up to who we are and what we represent.    

I will be speaking in greater depth on this subject in future 
Bulletins.  Stay tuned for some eye-opening facts!  It is up 
to us to keep Polish history alive. That means you and I.  
We cannot stand on the sidelines. 

Dr. Michel S. Pawlowski – President 
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•Dr. Michel S. Pawlowski will continue to serve as President  

•Lady Blanka Rosenstiel will continue to serve as Vice President  

 

•Kazimierz Korzeb will continue to serve First Vice President 

•Lech Zalewski will continue to serve as Second Vice President 

 

•Wesley Kwasniak will continue to serve as Third Vice President 

•Rose Kruszewski will continue to serve serve as Treasurer 

 

2

           ANNUAL ELECTION FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2021 

You might remember that we originally planned to have our annual Board members 

election on Sunday, December 13, 2020. We hoped to use the facilities of the 
American Institute of Polish Culture to hold the elections of officers and a 
membership meeting. Unfortunately, we later found out that despite our good 
intentions, it was simply impossible at that time. Miami-Dade County enforced CDC guidelines for all 
gatherings, and we couldn’t meet their requirements. We couldn’t be held responsible for any issues that could 
have occurred with the participants of our annual meeting. We didn’t want to compromise your health and 
safety. Since PACOM’s constitution doesn’t give guidance what to do in case of a pandemic, the current Board 
of Directors was forced to make a decision regarding this unforeseen situation. 

The Board of Directors met at Lady Blanka’s Rosenstiel residence on December 13, 2020. All Directors were 
present and after a lengthy discussion a resolution was proposed and accepted by all. It was decided that 
without a possibility to conduct election this year, the election was postponed until December 2021. All Board 
of Directors chosen on December 15, 2019 expressed their willingness to serve on the Board for another year.  

Here are the names of those, who will proudly serve our club until the next election in December 2021.   
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CONGRATULATIONS HUBERT! 

PACOM’s members support and attend many sports and cultural events. 
The event on January 13, 2021 was very exciting. Hubert Hurkacz, 
professional Polish tennis player (for those, who don’t know), won his 
second ATP Tour title at the Delray Beach Open. The Pole didn’t drop a set 
all week and claimed the victory over American, Sebastian Korda. At only 
23 years of age, Hubert is currently the Polish No. 1. Our Vice President 
Kazik Korzeb, and an avid tennis player himself, was there that day to cheer 
Hubert on and to hold Polish flag for the picture below.  

“It’s amazing that I can represent Poland and also that the Polish people are coming and 
supporting us playing. Whether that’s [here in Delray Beach] or in Sydney, Australia for 
the ATP Cup. So it’s really nice to be Polish.” Hurkacz said and we couldn’t agree more. 
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YOUNG, CREATIVE, POLISH ENTREPRENEUR 

John DeMari - GrubSavers 

What is the importance of creativity in entrepreneurship? It turns out that creativity is a 
crucial skill for any successful entrepreneur. It is the talent of being able to think outside 
of box, and the eagerness to walk the paths less traveled, hoping to discover something 
unknown. Creativity involves thinking freely to solve a problem, develop a product or 
start a business. A 16 year old Jan DeMari converted an opportunity into a marketable 
idea. This is his first solo entrepreneurial experience and he says he enjoys it a lot. 

John, what made you want to open your 
online business?  

Well, I’ve always been interested in 
entrepreneurship, and the unique set of challenges 
that comes with it. I am also really big into eco-
friendly initiatives and products, since nature and 
our earth are super amazing and should be 
protected at all costs. So, one day in my kitchen, I 
was thinking about how much single-use plastic 
wrap people use to cover food. I decided then that 
I wanted to start a company based around a 
reusable lid that could help people use less 
polluting plastic wrap. I would name it, 
GrubSavers. 

How long did it take you to set up 
GrubSavers so everything is ready for your 
customers? 

It was definitely a challenge to start an entire functioning company and brand from 
scratch. However, it was still a fun and rewarding process. Many hours went into 
developing the backend of operations that people don’t see. Logistics, speaking with 
factories and shipping partners, and the integration of some code in my website. I must 
say I am happy that I’m done with those things haha. There were some frustrating times 
making sure all of the backend functioned properly, but it was all worth it for the final 
result. I also dedicated a lot of time to the part that people do see, trying to make the 
website aesthetically pleasing, so color themes and logos and such. That part was the 
most rewarding for me, I love design. All together, from idea to launch, it was about a 
month’s worth of work. 100% worth the time spent. 
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Who is your number one entrepreneur you look 
up to and why? 

I guess my answer is a little cliche, especially in these 
current times as he is killing the game now. But, I 
really look up to Elon Musk. He is somebody with a 
seemingly endless supply of innovative, brilliant ideas 
that are for making the world a better place. His 
ideas are all right up my alley of interests, and I love 
them all haha. I really admire his tenacity and 
perseverance to be able to back up his ideas and 
make them work, no matter how daunting the 
adversity.  

I also really look up to Piotr Szulczewski. He is a 
Polish entrepreneur who started the popular e-
commerce platform “Wish”. We are similar in that we are both from Poland, and both are 
involved in e-commerce. He has a great story! 

You can watch John’s creative video advertising and order this useful, eco 
friendly product by going to his website below. PACOM’s members and friends 

receive a 10% discount with a code: FRIENDZ 

www.grubsavers.com 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 2021 FROM THE CHOPIN FOUNDATION 

 The year 2020 was both one of the most challenging and most rewarding years in the 
history of the Chopin Foundation of the United States. In February, as scheduled, the 10th 
National Chopin Competition took place in Miami. Twenty, fine, amazingly talented young 
pianists gave incredible performances. The event was a huge success and all individual recitals 
were recorded and are now available on the Foundation’s website. The competition was the 
last time the Chopin Foundation presented live music in 2020. When the pandemic hit the US 
and all concert halls closed in March, the Foundation found a way to stay connected with all 
classical music lovers. Twice a month, for the past nine months, they enjoyed sharing 
interviews, recordings and “fun facts” about the artists and posting them on their YouTube 
Channel. They have gathered together, on one convenient page, links to the past nine months 
of 17 episodes. You can enjoy them all by going to the link below: 

https://www.chopin.org/news/2020-in-review-happy-new-year 

The Foundation is already looking at its bright future for the year 2021. On 
January 9  they invited everyone to join them for a live conversation with 
Evren Ozel, the silver medalist at the 2020 National Chopin Piano 
Competition, and an exclusive broadcast of his 2nd Round Recital. Evren 
earned a place at the 18th International Chopin Competition which is now 
scheduled for October 2021.  

On January 17 a live conversation with Kevin Kenner, Chair of the 2020 
Competition Jury, took place, followed by a special performance produced 
exclusively for the Chopin Foundation. 
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             BITS AND PIECES 

 We miss you our Dear Members, we miss seeing your happy faces. We would 
also like to meet our new members, who recently joined the club. It would be great 
to get together with everyone over a luncheon or a dinner so we are planning one for 
the upcoming weeks. Stay tuned.  

 Did you know we are working to edit and update our club’s constitution? The older 
version was determined to be too long and in many ways it doesn’t apply to today’s world. It 
is outdated, and it needs a little renovation. We can’t wait to have a modern version ready, so 
we can share it with everyone. 

 You probably already know that the 49th International Polonaise Ball had to be 
cancelled this year, for the first time ever. We share your disappointment and regret that the 
AIPC is not able to organize this great event that we all looked forward to. Based on CDC 
guidelines, the maximum people allowed to attend the Ball would be just 50 guests, which 
would have been a small fraction of the usual turnout. The American Institute of Polish 
Culture, the organizer of the Ball, is currently planning something special for everyone 
disheartened about the cancellation of the Ball. A clue: you will be invited not to one, but to 
48 Polonaise Balls in one evening. Check your email for more details.   

 We are working on designing our PACOM official banner. The Club would have 
another way to promote itself during parades like the annual Pulaski Day Parade in New York 
City. Our fantastic Vice President Kazik Korzeb came up with this great idea and he is already 
acting upon it. Soon we will have a brand new banner, ready to go whenever we are. 

 All paying Members received a little token of appreciation, a small New Year’s gift 
from PACOM. They were sent out at the beginning of the year, so everyone should have 
received them by now. Big thank you goes out to our thoughtful President, Dr. Michel S. 
Pawlowski for the initiative and mailing out the presents. If you think that we don’t have your 
current address, please update your information by sending us an email to 
contactpacom@gmail.com  

REMINDER: 

Annual PACOM Membership Dues of $40 are Due by January 31, 2021 

If you have not already paid, please pay online by clicking on BUY NOW via link below: 

https://www.polishamericanclubofmiami.com/membership 

 or pay by check sent to: 

1440 79th Street Causeway, Suite 117, Miami, FL 33141 

Only paying members receive mail from us, are allowed to vote,  

and can become members of the Board of Directors. 
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A  D  V  E  R  T  I  S  E  M  E  N  T 
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PACOM’s GIVEAWAY 

Some pets and paw parents are just born superstars!  
Would like to give yourself and your fur baby the catwalk of your 
dreams with this picture-perfect fashionable design of all leather 
Portico Deluxe Pet Transporter by Ibiyaya?  

If your answer is yes, then hurry up and enter our giveaway.   
 
Inspired by the retro briefcase, the carrier comes 
with a large transparent window on either side, 
not only allowing you to show off your fabulous 
furry companion but also giving them an equally 
fantastic view. 

No purchase necessary.  
Submit your entry by March 7, 2021. 
For official rules and to enter this giveaway go to: 
https://www.polishamericanclubofmiami.com
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