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We Are Thrilled To Be Back 
Dear Members and Friends, 

Yes, you are right, it’s been a while since the last time you 
received a PACOM’s bulletin. In fact, it’s been almost a year since 
the last one was published and sent out. That is why we are so 
happy today that this form of communication and news spreading 
is being resumed. We are back, and we have a lot to tell you, so sit 
back, relax and enjoy this summary of our club’s activity in the 
period of Apr 2018 - mid Dec 2018. The bulletin following this 
one will bring you up to date with important information and 
happenings between mid Dec 2018 - Feb 2019. 

Starting April 1, 2019, You, our Dear Reader, will be receiving 
PACOM’s bulletin on more regular basis. It will be filled with 
current and upcoming events, pictures and important 
information about the club. We are excited to be back, to see 
what great things we can accomplish this year. We hope you are 
excited as well, and that you will join us on this journey! 
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Contact 

Mailing Address 

1440 79th Street Causeway, 
Suite 117, Miami, FL 33141 

Telephone 

(305) 967 6690 

Email: 

contactPACOM@gmail.com 

Website: 

polishamericanclubmiami.com 

Editor in Chief: 

Monika DeMari 

Board of Directors 

President Joanna Wiela 

VP Lady Blanka Rosenstiel 

VP1 Lech Zalewski 

Treasurer Rose Kruszewski 
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Spring 2018

We had our hands full in the Spring of 2018. Determined to save the 
club, Lady Blanka Rosenstiel was acting as President, after Wieslaw 
Kwasniak’s resignation due to health problems. Our newly found 
attorney Richard Bolko was working at full effort to help us take care of 
our legal obligations which were pilled up high. There were many 
questions that needed answers. We had many things at the top of our 
agenda. First, we wanted to reinstate our IRS tax exemption status, we 
had to negotiate a lien with the lawyer of Mr. Kochanek, and we had to 
figure out property taxes. We also contemplated possibly starting a 
criminal case against the old board, which had left the club in a desperate 
situation and had put a “for sale” sign on the club’s property. We also had 
to deal with homeless people who had made themselves comfortable 
inside of our unsafe property, which was a liability to us, being the 
landlord. We had to protect the building from further destruction and 
break-ins. The issues we were dealing with were diminished by the vision 
of a new,  grand and unique Polish Center, we were hoping to build one 
day.  A designer and an architect Jacek Schindler created a vision of a 
building which could possibly be named White Eagle. His vision can be 
found on our website. (www.polishamericanclubmiami.com)

May 6, 2018 was chosen as the date of elections for the New Board of 
Directors. The elections were done in an orderly manner and in 
accordance with the Constitution.  
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Easter Lunch 
2018 

Our wonderful 
Hungarian friends  
invited us to 
celebrate Easter with 
them. Some of us 
gathered on Sunday, 
April 1, 2018 for a 
delicious meal,  and 
some great Spring 
atmosphere at our 
neighbor’s house - 
the Hungarian Club. 

http://www.polishamericanclubmiami.com
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The new Board of Directors was sworn in and got straight to work at full steam ahead. Lots of energy 
and enthusiasm was needed to deal with the number of issues, this 77 year old club was dealing with. 
Duties were assigned, and tasks were given - the new Board was excited to make things better and 
improved for the club, to see the light at the end of the tunnel for the legal battles. 

Summer 2018

Our great and busy lawyer, Richard Bolko, brought us some good news right at the beginning of June. 
The non profit status reinstatement was determined by the Internal Revenue Services on June 8, 2018. 
PACOM had become officially exempt from a federal income tax under section 501 (c)4. Our property 
taxes were waived until 2016. We are not longer responsible for over $700, 000.00 of unpaid property 
taxes, which accumulated to this amount since 2001, when the exemption status was voluntarily lost by 
the club and those who run it. We are very grateful to our lawyer, and we are happy with how the issues 
were resolved. Our lawyer continues to work on forgiveness of 2017 and 2018 property taxes. 

Another significant problem PACOM was facing, was a lack of sufficient funds and stable income. With 
a lack of other suitable ideas, a decision to lease the property was made by the Board of Directors. Even if 
all went well, it would have still been a few years before the start of construction on the new Polish 
Center.  A tenant was found and PACOM’s property was leased to a business of renting storage space to 
boats’ owners.  The tenant was allowed to prepare the lot for his needs, which included trimming or, 
depending on permits, removing all the trees from the property. The agreement between the club and the 
tenant was signed but, both sides were left with a legal option to leave the agreement earlier for whatever 
reason. PACOM’s property lease begun on July 1, 2018 with the tenant moving in and starting to use a 
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We were sad to hear when Lady Blanka Rosenstiel announced her resignation as the 
President of PACOM. However, she expressed her willingness to serve as an Honorary 

President, and she was appointed on the day of the elections by the new President.  

The Results of the May 6, 2018 elections were as follows: 

1. Grzegorz Okon has been elected to serve as the President 
2. Kazimierz Korzeb has been chosen to serve as VP1 

3. Aneta Kulesza has been chosen to serve as VP2 
4. Monika DeMari has been chosen to serve as a Recording Secretary 

5. Joanna Wiela has been chosen to serve as a Financial Secretary 
6. Roza Toroj has been chosen to serve as a Members Secretary 

7. Lech Zalewski has been chosen to serve as a Maintenance Director 
8. Charles Dundee expressed his willingness to continue serving in his current position as 

Director of Publicity. He kept his position. 
9. Rose Kruszewski expressed her willingness to continue serving as a Treasurer, and she 

kept her position as well.  
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fraction of the property at the beginning. The rent money started to come in to the depleted PACOM’s 
bank account and we started to breath a little easier. 

Our attention was then turned to the legal dispute we had with Mr. Kochanek, who was planning his 
100th birthday in September 2018. We appreciated everything and all that Mr. Kochanek did for our club 
during the many years he was an active member. He was the heart and the soul of the club and he cared a 
lot about its survival.  We were trying to figure out what happened during his last years at PACOM. We 
were sincerely hoping to achieve a fair settlement with Mr. Kochanek, which would satisfy both sides of 
the dispute. 

Summer time was also the time when we decided to start a 
process of having our Facebook page returned to us. The 
Facebook page of the Polish American Club of Miami was being 
illegally used by a third party not related to the club. Believe us, 
contacting Facebook’s legal department, explaining and proving 
everything to them was not an easy task but guess what? We did 
it, and the page belongs to us again, so go check it out and don’t 
forget to give us your thumbs up. ( aka LIKE it please :) More 
content will be coming soon. 

During our early September meetings, we decided that it would be better for PACOM to slightly change 
its non profit status. All the Board of Directors members had to get familiar with the legal difference 
between the two non profit statuses. A voting took place and a majority of the members voted in favor of 
switching to 501 c(3) from 501 c(4). 

Mr. Kochanek and Monika DeMari 
during an interview for a documentary 
about PACOM’s history. 

At the beginning of September our lawyer 
informed us of some very sad news. We 
found out, that Mr. Kochanek didn’t make it 
to his 100’th birthday celebration. He passed 
away in August. We sent our sincere 
condolences to his family.  Mr. Kochanek can 
rest in peace knowing that we will do everything in our power to continue on the path to save what used 
to be a pride of Miami’s Polonia - his beloved Polish American Club of Miami.
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Fall 2018

Celebrating 100 years 
of Poland regaining its 
independence was the 
main focus of our 
attention in the fall. 
Polish people all over 
the World were 
commemorating this 
very significant 
milestone in Poland’s 
1000 year long history. 
Ideas were collected 
and the decision was 
made to organize a 
prestigious gala which 

would be held at the Hungarian Club of Miami. The American Institute of Polish Culture, The Chopin 
Foundation of the United States and the Polish American Club of Miami jointly organized the grand 
celebration. Our one and only, Honorary Consul of the Republic of Poland, Lady Blanka Rosenstiel was 
leading the way in preparations for the  gala and we couldn’t do it without her. 

Lady Blanka Rosenstiel 

Mr. Kevin Kenner 

The beautiful evening of November 17, 2018 consisted of an elegant 
dinner, wine, speeches and a concert by World - renowned pianist Mr. 
Kevin Kenner. All the guests had a pleasure to enjoy music composed 
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by Fryderyk Chopin and Ignacy Paderewski, who was also a well known spokesman for Polish 
Independence.  

Dr. Marek Jan Chodakiewicz 

A brief history of Poland lecture was given to all by a key note 
speaker from the Institute of World Politics in Washington DC, 
Dr. Marek Jan Chodakiewicz. (Congratulations to Dr. 
Chodakiewicz on becoming a dad to baby John :)

“Poland is not 100 years old. On November 11, 1918, Poland 
Proclaimed its return to the World scene as an independent state. It 
also affirmed the continuity of its history: almost 900 years of its 
statehood, nearly a Millennium of Christianity, and several 
thousands of years marking the presence of its people in the area 
around the Vistula River.” - Dr. Marek Jan Chodakiewicz
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The gala was so wonderful that it will be remembered for at least 100 years :) If you didn’t have a chance 
to be there in person please enjoy the entire gallery of pictures from this special event. They can be found 
here:

https://studio.shootproof.com/v3/72179/gallery/8152415

Lady Blanka Rosenstiel and Doug 
Evans at the Gala on Nov 17, 2018  
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In the fall, the leaves were falling (at least in some 
parts of the World), and so was our building - it was 
falling apart, beyond repair. It became obvious that we 
needed to speed up the demolition process when the 
city of Miami pointed out to us the problems with the 

unsafe structure and possible violations we 
were facing. The majority of Board Members 
approved the urgent demolition. Some 
research on demolition was performed already 
in the past (when initial demolition decision 
was taken) and the offers were collected 
ranging from $38,000 to $72,000. Asbestos 
survey was also done. In 2018 Mr. Zbigniew 
Jarosz worked with his professional network 
and the President to assist us in getting 
potentially more competitive demolition offer 
than collected in the past. Contract was signed 
by the President and the process of demolition 
was officially started. 

Something else felt apart in the fall and it was our agreement with the tenant, who was leasing our lot. 
Due to some unforeseen circumstances, the tenant used his legal option and left the leasing agreement 
earlier demanding refund of all money paid to the club. The property was emptied out and readied for a 
demolition. 
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This Section Can Be Used to Advertise Your Business! 

Please contact us if you are interested in putting your ad here  
or on our website.  

Dear Reader,  
Please remember that our yearly membership fees for the year 2019 are due 
now. They are still only $40/year. You can use our website and pay via PayPal  

or send a check to the address of The American Institute of Polish Culture.   
THANK YOU
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