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Inspired by Orange 
Dear Members and Friends,  

We made it through yet another scorching Florida summer. The 
pleasant weather, we all were waiting for, is finally here. 
Welcome Fall! For most of the country’s residents, it means fall 
fashion with boots, jackets, and scarves. For us Floridians, it 
only guarantees that we won’t be hot in covered shoes and long 
sleeves. At least all the pumpkin things look and feel the same 
everywhere in the country. Orange, the color of fall, represents 
enthusiasm, fascination, happiness, creativity, determination, 
attraction, success, and encouragement. Perfect! If that is what 
the color orange is associated with, then we couldn't pick a 
better color to represent where we are with our plans and 
projects. Our enthusiasm for Polonia Center never stops. 
Anyone, who finds out about this grand project is fascinated 
with it. We are happy to accept new members attracted by our 
development and rich history. We are using our combined 
creativity to keep moving forward, one step at a time. You can 
call us determined to be successful with this mass undertaking. 
Thanks to the encouragement from our great Polish friends and 
family, we stay on a track to accomplish something amazing.  

Monika DeMari 
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Contact 

Mailing Address 

1440 79th Street Causeway,  

Suite 117, Miami, FL 33141 

Telephone 

(305) 967 6690 

Email: 

contactPACOM@gmail.com 

Website: 

polishamericanclubofmiami.com 

Copywriting and Editing: 

Monika DeMari 

Board of Directors 

President Joanna Wiela 
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VP1 Lech Zalewski 
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This beautiful billboard will stand on PACOM’s empty property before the end of this year. 

LEAVES and LETTERS 
One of kids’ fun autumn activities is collecting colorful leaves, which fall from 
trees this time of the year. We will gather, compare and admire leaves with the 

little ones, but, starting this fall, we will also collect letters.   

Non binding letters of intent to become a part of Polonia’s Center project will 
come from all over the World, from anywhere where we have sparked attention, 

curiosity and enthusiasm.  

  If you, or someone you know, would like to express an interest in investing in 
Polonia’s Center, please let us know in the form of an official letter. You can send it 

via email as an attachment, or via regular mail using our mailing address.   
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Updates for Fall 

Lady Blanka Rosenstiel, our Vice President, is going to be back in Florida from her summer vacation in 
Virginia. Nobody can stay indifferent in the presence of her enthusiasm and positivity, and she is 

bringing a lot of that back with her from up North.  

Ms. Joanna Wiela, our President, continued working with the city and G7, our demolition contractor, 
in order to finalized the demolition project. Special thanks to Mr. Wesley Kwasniak, who helped 

tremendously and completed the inspections required by the city.  

Ms. Joanna Wiela worked diligently on following up with neighborhood communities surrounding our 
property. We were instructed to do so back in June at the Miami River Commission subcommittee 

meeting.   

Mr. Lech Zalewski started a research on our options for leasing club’s property and what is required 
by the city of Miami to make it happen.  

Mr. Jacek Schindler has been working creatively in order to achieve the most “green lights” from the 
city of Miami. We will report on the progress made, and our current situation shortly.  

Board of Directors’ Meetings as well as Members’ Meetings are going to take place some time in 
November. Plans for a Christmas Party are in the making as well.  

As you may remember, we are in a process of updating and revising club’s constitution. Our lawyer, 
Mr. Ryszard Bolko, is helping us to put together the most relevant version of it for modern times. The 
article in regard to dissolution will remain as is. In an unforeseen event of dissolution of the club, all 

funds, property and assets shall be turned over to the Kościuszko Foundation in New York. We intend 
to keep the wish of our founding fathers intact.  

PACOM  RECOMMENDS 
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IT COULD HAVE BEEN CALLED LITTLE POLAND. IT HAS BEEN FORGOTTEN THAT A LOT 
OF MIAMI WAS BUILT BY POLISH IMMIGRANTS  

- SAYS ROBERT MATIS MELANCHOLICALLY.  

Robert Matis’s parents, Robert and Lillian Matis, had their wedding reception at the Polish American 
Club of Miami on February 10, 1962. Him and his brothers, Michael and Louis, were just kids when 
their parents were bringing them to the club. Robert is now a parent himself. He was very excited to 
find out that the story of PACOM keeps being written. He became our supportive member and 
enthusiastically shared some of his fondest memories from his years at the club.  

Monika DeMari: What are your earliest memories of 
the Polish American Club of Miami? 

Robert Matis: My brothers and I enjoyed going to the 
club most of the time but mostly when there were 
some other kids there to. It’s amazing how much fun 
we had, how we kept busy and occupied without 
smart phones. Most of the people attending the club 
were obviously older, and my parents seemed to 
enjoy the company there.  There were three kids I 
remember the most, actually they were a little older 
than us, but we used to sit at the table together, crack 
jokes and just have a good time. I still talk to one of 
them, Eddy. His sisters were Theresa and Mary Jane. 
Those were some fond memories.   

MD: How old were you back when you attended 
club's activities? 

RM: My brothers and I were about 7 , 9 and me the 
oldest 11. But we attended the club for several years 
on various occasions.  

MD: What was the club like back then in the 70’? 

RM: First of all, for us kids, everything seemed big and important. The club was very active and had 
many members. The people always seemed to enjoy kids around, I guess my parents liked that, so we 
always came along. It was always on a Sundays for our family. The food was really good and in general 
it was very nice. I remember the train rides and carousels’ set up for kids at the park next to the club’s 
property. Back then, many Polish immigrants lived in the area, SW 8th street area in particular. It could 
have been called Little Poland. Those homes build in the 30’ and 40’ were so charming.  
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Robert and Lillian Matis on their wedding day 
standing in front of PACOM’s building.
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MD: How important was it for your family to have a Polish Club in Miami? 

RM: It was very important. It was very nice for our parents and us to attend club’s activities, feel safe 
and always welcomed. We always had a good time, even our Dad who did not speak Polish, liked it as 
well. Us kids always seemed to find something to do. I will always remember the dances and the great 
Polish food.  

MD: Why did your parents decide to have their 
wedding reception at the club? Do you know 
how many guest they had? 

RM: My parents, I guess, chose the Polish club 
because my mom’s friends were Polish. My dad’s 
family was all up in Pennsylvania. They seemed 
very comfortable and happy having it there. I 
loved viewing their wedding album. I remember 
my mom saying that they had over 100 guests 
attending their wedding reception.  

MD: What would you like to see at the new 
Polonia Center? What would be the most 
important thing for you to include in the 
project? 

RM: I guess keeping some of those old traditions, like having a dance night would be very neat. People 
are happy when they dance and eat good, so a restaurant with delicious meals is a must. Music and 

good food bring people together.  Moving forward, it 
would be great to always remember the Polish people 
who helped build Miami and the Polish American 
Club. Also, what you are doing right now is fantastic. 
Reaching out to the old members, their kids and 
grandkids is essential to rekindle that nice feeling of 
that beautiful club that once was there. The great 
memories of the club will always stay with me. 

MD: Do you see yourself moving back to Florida? 

RM: Yes, I most definitely would like to move back to 
Florida one day. My daughter just moved there and 
she is enjoying it a lot. Hopefully, the new Polonia’s 
Center is open and functioning by the time I am ready 
to retire in a few years. I would love to see it happen. 
I wish my parents were here to witness it. They would 
have been be so happy and so proud. 
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February 10, 1962
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ADVERTISE WITH US 

Please contact us if you are interested in putting your business adverting in our newsletter  

as well as on our website. 

We have special pricing available to those, who make their decision before  

January 1, 2020.   

Promotional Advertising Cost: 

$50/ month 

$200/ 6 months 

$350/ 12 months 
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Dear Reader,  
Please remember that our yearly membership fees for the year 2019 are due 
now. They are still only $40/year. You can use our website and pay via PayPal  
or send a check to the address of The American Institute of Polish Culture.   

PACOM  RECOMMENDS
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